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               THE LIGHTHOUSE
Newsletter for July 2018
Let him who walks in the dark, who has no light, trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God. Isaiah 50:10b
Message from our Bishop
 “Jesus himself came near and went with them, 17And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.”  

 ~Luke 24: 16-21
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Jesus walks alongside Cleopas and his unnamed companion on the road to Emmaus and listens to them.  And as they talk and try to make sense of recent events, they share their disappointed hopes, that this man Jesus was the one on whom they had placed some substantial expectation, no less than the redemption of Israel as they hoped Jesus would free the country from oppressive Roman rule, and more than that, hopes for the unmistakable presence and action of God in the world.  “We had hoped he was the one to redeem Israel,” they say.  We had hoped.

I dare say, we know that feeling of heartbreaking disappointment.  You can hear that feeling in the words, we had hoped the tumor would be benign.   We had hoped the treatment would work.  We had hoped the job would pan out.  We had hoped…  Or perhaps more to the point of who we are as the church…We had hoped that the decline would abate. We had hoped the Sunday school would grow, we had hoped to see a turn around by now, that my church would stay open long enough to see me buried there, that we’d be able to pay the bills. We had hoped that things would get better.

To Cleopas and his companion, Jesus exclaims, “Oh how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe!”  Jesus has heard their disappointed hopes, and yet, in this exclamation we hear of the  dis-connect, the lack of alignment between their hopes and what Jesus knows that God is up to.  Cleopas and his companion may have hoped for the defeat of Rome and the restoration of Israel, but Jesus lets them know that God’s hopes are oh so much bigger than that.  That there is so much more going on than just their small and limited perspective of what salvation means and how this first Easter afternoon moment is about so much more than their present pain and grief, no matter how acute and heartbreaking it is.

I do believe we are in a similar moment, although for us, the moment is spanning years, decades even. Like Cleopas and his friend, in our moment, we cannot see the bigger picture of what God is up to.  You know, and I know, that the church is different than it was 500 years ago, and it’s different from what it was 50 years ago.  Even 30 years ago.  In the everyday work of ministry, things are continuing.  Communities are being served.  Christ is proclaimed in word and deed.  Faith is being formed.  But of course, if we look at the trends of the last 30-50 years, we see a marked and steady decline.  There are more empty pews, less young people, whole demographics that are missing.  Our average age is, well, older.  More and more of our congregations will close.  Beautiful and beloved buildings will be sold or repurposed.  It’s already happening.

We had hoped.  But consider, for what had we hoped?  That things would stay the same?  And what would that have looked like?  When I was growing up in the church, I don’t remember ever hearing the exhortation to invite my neighbor to church.  Probably because my pastor, and everyone else, simply assumed that my neighbor and everyone else’s neighbor, was already going to church.  They were already saved.  The only people who needed saving were the godless heathen that lived across some ocean.  And so the church faithfully and generously attended to that by placing an offering for mission in the offering plate.  The Mission Field was over there, way over there.  And our job here was to do church well, and for the most part that meant attending to the education of members, baptisms, weddings, funerals, and the care and comfort of those who claimed the church as their church.  

Now, thirty to fifty years later, the mission field has changed.  And it is no longer so easily attended to as putting an offering in the offering plate.  Suddenly, we have to work at it.  It takes effort, conversation.  It takes building relationships until there’s a level of trust in which you have the courage to extend an invitation to worship or you finally find the words to describe why Jesus matters to you.  Such things have not been the focus of our tradition.  

We have not been taught how to do this. How to consider the mission that sits across your dinner table or next to you at the café.  We have not been trained in how to talk about Jesus with the co-worker in the cubicle next to you, or the classmate whose locker is next to yours.  This is not your fault.  And it’s not your pastor’s fault.  And it’s not your Bishop’s fault.  The world has shifted, and no one told us to put it on the calendar.  But this is our walk to Emmaus moment.  This is the moment where we realize that there is more going on than our present grief and pain, no matter how acute or heartbreaking. 

Our hopes that our current congregations would maintain the status quo is perhaps not the hope that is in God’s mind. It might well be that God has something bigger, something that is so much more than the longevity of any single beloved congregation. God is up to something.  The Holy Spirit is on the move.  And we would be blessed to see this present moment, our time in history, as opportunity. 

This is where we get to learn something new.  This is where our hearts will burn with the unmistakable presence of God in Christ Jesus who breaks open the kingdom of God and asks us to consider more than just our present pain and anxiety.  It’s not just about keeping the doors open.  It’s not just about paying the bills.  It’s not about keeping things the way they are, or getting back to the way they were, as if we ever could.  It’s about Jesus.  It is, and always has been, always and forever, about Jesus.  How then, are we to be faithful to this moment, our moment, that is only a part of the decades it will take for the fulcrum of history to turn?  How are we to be faithful as our Easter afternoon journey with Jesus continues? 

It is not an easy thing, to see past the grief and pain of the present moment and trust that God has a bigger plan in mind.  Anxiety runs high.  We feel the threat of loss.  And the present circumstances demand that we be church in a way where we have yet to learn the skill set that is necessary.  And it is difficult to align our hopes with God’s plans when we have no idea what that plan is.  We may not see it in our lifetime.  Yet, as we move around this corner of time, we are being shaken out of our stupor of disappointed hopes to see and understand that the road is before us, our time in history is now, our Emmaus moment is now, and the journey, while it has taken a turn, continues.

But you do not walk this road alone.  Jesus is with you.  Jesus walks alongside you.  And you know him.  Your hearts burn with a desire to serve him, and they burn with deeper knowledge than this world can provide.  You are the church.  You are the body of Christ in the world, nourished at his table, fortified in the scriptures, blessed with the presence of Christ in each other.  And you are sent, to come alongside those who are in grief and pain, and listen to their disappointed hopes, hear what they have to say, and let them know that you heard them.  And then, be the presence of Christ to them.  Let them see in you, the one who died and rose.  The one in whom our hope rises.  Let them hear your story, and hear from you, why it is that Jesus matters.  Amen 

Rev. Katherine A. Finegan 

Bishop

Newsletter
The Newsletter for July was not adopted. (
   Noisy Offering

The July Noisy Offering will go to the ELCA Always Being Made New Campaign
Adult Bible Study     
Trinity Bible Study will be Tuesdays at 6 pm.  
Zion Bible Study will be Wednesdays at 7 pm.
Birthdays in July

July 1
Max Coburn 
July 7 
Tracy Movalson

July 7
Joe Schlehuber

July 8
Cody Blair

July 8
Adam Chambers

July 9
Fred Feleppa

July 13
Jane Chambers

July 13
Christian Stenson

July 15
Jake Dodds

July 16
Donna Harju

July 17
Candy DeKeyser

July 17
Page Paul

July 17
Sara Sorenson
July 19
A.J. Feleppa
July 24
Aiden Stenson

July 24
Kaiden Stenson


July 27
Cindy Hendricks

July 28
Richard Galor

July 28
Wendy McCluskey

July 30
Mary Belonga
Baptismal Anniversaries

July 3
Brian Olsen

July 7
Emma Feleppa

July 16
Alicia LaLonde

July 16
Rebecca LaLonde

July 17
Lilyan Stenson

July 21
Brenda St. Onge

July 21
Loni LaJoice

July 27
Eunice Therrian

July 29
Kristine McDonald
Prayer List
If you would like someone added to the prayer list, please fill out a yellow card or call the church)

Mary Belonga, Dave & Lois Movalson, Barb Lehto, Bev Kammers, Eunice Therrian, Craig Therrian, Shirley Winberg, Richard Galor, Judy Ryerse, Cindy Hendricks,  Carol Litzner, Holly Lester, Sandy Huskey, Jim & Jerri Rose, Bill & Sandy Tielbar, Walter & Jane Puccio, Carol & John Watson, Mike & Linda Wilkins, Larry Hopper, David Lloyd, Donna Harju, Tom Beaudoin, Terri Hill, Merlin Doran (Merlin’s father), Gayle Kaminsky Pande, Ann Blaine, Mary Ellen Reavie, Sylvia Richards, Jackie Jacobson, Krista MacArthur, Nancy Hardy, Horst Daemmrich, Bill & Ann Anderson and Pastor Joe
Evergreen Living Center

Barb Lehto

Judy Ryerse
Trinity Worship Families
July 1

Meeker Family
July 8

Chalmers Family
July 15

Kennedy Family
July 22

Rose Family
July 29

Movalson Family
Zion Funeral Committee June-Sept
Team Leader:  Lorraine Graham (643-8419)
Co-leader:  Betsy Turf (643-1512)

Servants for Zion

Ushers & Greeters
July 1

Bob Marshall and Faith Gaubault

July 8

Paul & Tammy Shepard

July 15

Donna Harju & Lori Wilkins
July 22

Mark & Carol Elmblad

July 29

Jerry & Susan Fenlon

Lectors

July 1

Richard Galor
July 8

Cathie Tielbar
July 15

Dawn Akers
July 22

Lorraine Graham
July 29

Sandy Feleppa
Communion Assistants

July 1

Tammy Shepard
July 8

Stevan Christiansen
July 15

Mary Christiansen
July 22

Carol Elmblad
Altar:  Betsy Turf
Money Counters:  Susan Fenlon & Lorraine Graham
The Usher duties are:

1. Arrive 30 minutes before church

2. Pass out bulletins and welcome guests

3. Help with the offering and communion

4. Record attendance 

We will be providing the Long Term Care Service on July 29th.  Please help out if you can.

Council Meetings  
Zion Council – June 20, 6:30 pm

Trinity Council – June 19, 6 pm
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Zion’s Council Members

President:
Steve Christiansen
       298-1051
Vice-President:
Carol Elmblad
       630-4380

Co-Treasurers:  
Dawn Akers
       643-7552

Co-Treasurers:  
Lana Lennington
       643-6576


Mary Christiansen
       235-6123


Robert Marshall
       643-8936                           

Secretary
   Dena Barker
       430-1460


   Emma Feleppa
       430-8011



   Tammy Shepard
906-984-2064
Trinity’s Council Members

President:  
Jerri Rose
292-5570

Vice-President   Sharon Chalmers
292-5440

Secretary: 
Tracy Movalson
         292-5581

Treasurer: 
Pega Kennedy
292-5633

Co-Treasurer: 
Jim Rose
292-5570

Financial Secretary:  Tom Gustafson
292-5460

WELCA:  
Pega Kennedy
292-5633



John Kennedy
292-5633



Lois Movalson
         292-5581
	Treasurer's Report for Zion

	January 1, 2018 through June 23, 2018

	
	
	
	

	Income:
	
	
	

	
	Amazon Smile Foundation
	22.57
	

	
	Building
	40.00
	

	
	Church Use Income
	650.00
	

	
	General
	23,806.44
	

	
	Fund Raising
	2,519.77
	

	
	Trinity Share
	5,666.89
	

	
	TOTAL
	
	32,705.67

	
	
	
	

	Expenses:
	
	

	
	Administration
	2,736.46
	

	
	Benevolence
	-127.03
	

	
	Church Maintenance
	5,821.92
	

	
	Education
	275.45
	

	
	Parsonage Maintenance
	1,707.30
	

	
	Pastoral
	23,167.63
	

	
	Worship
	1,623.18
	

	
	--To Building Fund
	0.00
	

	
	
	
	35,204.91

	
	
	
	-2,499.24

	***********************************************************

	Thrivent Financial Investment Fund
	
	317.01

	General fund balance:
	
	995.76

	Kitchen/Building Fund balance
	
	1292.50

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	General fund owes building fund:
	
	$            40.00 

	General fund owes Mission Endowment fund:
	$      7,995.00 

	
	
	
	


Trinity Lutheran Church

 Council Minutes
June 19, 2018

Present: Pastor Dave, Jerri and Jim Rose, Pega and John Kennedy, Tracy Movalson, Cathie Tielbar, and Tom Gustafson
Meeting began at 6:40pm
Opening: Cathie read Acts 1, Vs 15-26 Lord, you know our heart
Pastors Report: Getting ready for Youth Gathering in Houston. Pastor and Jerri going to Mt. Horeb, WI for grant training for Nordic Heritage grant on June 22-23. Midsummer was successful. Pastor taking time oﬀ after Youth Gathering.
Secretary’s Report was read and approved.
Treasurer’s Report was read and approved.
Financial Secretary’s Report was read and approved.
Old Business:

The Midsummer Pole raising had a small gathering this year, but a good time was had by all.  Thank you to our Chief Lincher, Ron Paquin.
New gutter have been installed on the church. This should solve leaks in the basement.
New Business:

Pastor Dave and Jerri going to WI to attend classes for Nordic Heritage Society.
Finnish folk music group coming to Trinity Monday, June 23. Jepokryddona Folk Music.  Performance at 7pm 
We received a thank you letter from the Food Pantry for our generous donations throughout the years.

Meeting adjourned at 7:20pm
Respectfully Submitted,

Tracy Movalson

Secretary
Contact Information
Pastor David Tielbar may be reached at 906-984-2051 or at david.tielbar6@gmail.com.  In an emergency, you can reach the Pastor’s cell phone at (563) 880-4512
Church telephone: 906-643-7870  -  Answering machine

The secretary will usually be in the office on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9 – 12
The website is at http://zionstignace.com/home.html
Find us on facebook at 
· " 

www.facebook.com/zionstignace  

Email:  ziontrinity950@gmail.com
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church and Trinity Lutheran Church are congregations of the Northern Great Lakes Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Trinity’s Sunday Service is at 9 a.m.
Zion’s Sunday Service is at 11 a.m.

Let Your Light Shine
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Adopt a light bulb to help save money on our electric bill.  
We are changing to LED bulb and should save about 
$300 a year.  There are still 7 to change out at $10 @.  

Mackinac County Children’s Toy Drive
A Christmas in July Spaghetti Fund Raser will be held on July 25th from 4 pm – 8 pm at Fred’s Pub/Gateway Lanes.  There will be a 50/50 Drawing, a Silent Auction and a Bake Sale (Bakers needed).  Adults $10, 4 - 10 years $5, 3 and under free.

Mackinac Island Exhibition
The Sensoria Artist Collective will present an exhibition hosted by the Mackinac Island Arts Council at Mission Point Resort from July 1st until August 5th.  There will be an opening reception on July 1st from 2 pm – 4 pm.  It will feature U.P artists.  One of the artists is Diana Magnuson who is married to Rev. Jon Magnuson (our pastor from 1973 – 1978).

~~~~~~
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Don’t tell God how big your storm is, tell the storm how big your God is.
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Have a safe and happy 4th!
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